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Chalet Creek event September 2007. 
R-L: Alan, Bruce, Sandy 

Keating School student planting at 
Adam Kerr Park. Sep. 29 2007 

Prospect Lake students plant trees on 
the Wallace property (Tod Creek) 

 
Autumn seems to have passed in the blink of an eye. Numerous stewardship activities took place 

over the fall months all over the Saanich Peninsula. Some activities such as water quality monitoring and 
board meetings will continue over the winter. All of our programs depend on volunteer support so, if you 
have some spare time why not come help out?  
 

Creek Reports  
Chalet Creek – The Friends of Chalet Creek continued their battle 
against invasive species over the fall. Invasive species found at the site 
include English Hawthorn, Himalayan Blackberry, Morning Glory, 
English Ivy, yellow iris and English Holly. The large pile of plant 
material will be burned in November (date TBA). 

Reay Creek – The Friends of Reay Creek Park continue to remove 
invasive species such as ivy, morning glory and blackberry, and they are 
seeking energetic volunteers to assist with their efforts. More alder 
seedlings were planted in the park by students from McTavish and Sidney Elementary Schools and 
volunteers. We hope to plant some of the areas cleared of invasive species in the early spring. 
Hagan-Graham Creek – Minor work on the Tabor Property restoration continued. Blackberry crowns 
were dug up, the bank was seeded and plants were planted along the creek. We will also be planting more 
trees at this site of the winter and spring. The water level gauge at the Cultra Road sampling site was also re-
set after having been knocked over. Water quality sampling continues.  
Sandhill Creek - A portion of the creek running through the Saanich Historical Artifacts Society property 
was re-profiled on September 25 due to severe bank undercutting. Fish trapping at the time found 70 
Cutthroat Trout in that 12m section of creek. Peninsula Streams Society hopes to start work next summer to 
improve the section of the creek running through Adam Kerr and Sandhill Parks. 
Tseycum and TENTEN Creeks - Water sampling continues on these two creeks. Water quality results 
over the summer indicate consistently high fecal coliform concentrations in Tseycum Creek. Peninsula 
Streams Society is still waiting for the release of the Tseycum Creek Watershed Hydrological study from the 
District of North Saanich 
 

Volunteer Events and Positions 
 Winter is a slow time for field work, but there are some volunteer scheduled, most of which are 
listed below. Additional events will be scheduled as details are confirmed and posted on the website. For a 
full listing and for details and full directions please be sure to check the website, or phone us at 363-6480.  
 Our watershed model is in need of some basic maintenance including: gluing, sealing, painting, 
cleaning. We are looking for one or two volunteers to take this small project on. It should take about 3 hours. 
 Peninsula Streams Society and the Friends of Pat Bay Watersheds are looking for a volunteer to 
coordinate the creation of the information sign for the Pat Bay kiosk. You would be gathering information 
for the sign, working on layout and gathering or creating some graphics. Some of 
the information has been gathered together, more may be needed. For more 
information please contact us. 
 
November 8, 2007 - 9:30-11:30am: Reay Creek invasive species removal 
November 20, 2007 - 9:30-11:30am: Reay Creek invasive species removal 
November 2007 - date/time to be announced: Chalet Creek burn pile burning. 
December 4, 2007 - 9:30-11:30am: Reay Creek invasive species removal 
   
Youth and the Environment  

 Students from Deep Cove, 
McTavish, Sidney, Brentwood, Keating, and 
Prospect Lake Elementary Schools and 
Peninsula Streams Society volunteers 
planted over 425 Red Alders at six 
restoration sites in September and October. More than 65 students came 
out to help plant the trees they had grown. Students from Saanichton 
and Prospect Lake Schools also helped to plant trees at the Tabor 
Property restoration site and along Tod Creek on the Wallace property. 
We will be gearing up for our spring Environmental Education 
Programs in February 2008.  
 Are you involved with a youth group (i.e. Girl Guides, Scouts) 
or do you know a leader? Peninsula Streams Society will organize 

hands-on field trips for youth groups. Youth can learn about the environment, native organisms and invasive 
species while helping with a restoration activity such as invasive species removal or plant planting. 
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Invasive Species Report – Himalayan Blackberry 

  Himalayan Blackberry (Rubus discolor) is an 
aggressive invader that can quickly transform open areas into 
impenetrable thorny thickets. The plant has long thick stems up 
to 20m long with hooked thorns. In summer white-pink five 
petaled flowers appear followed by dark purple berries. 
Himalayan Blackberry thickets crowd out native plants through 
shading and the build up of stems and leaf litter, and can change 
soil chemistry. Over time a blackberry thicket can completely 
eliminate native herbaceous plants from a site. Blackberry 
plants spread by berries distributed by animals, stem spreading 
and human planting. 
 When removing blackberries it is important to 

distinguish between the native trailing blackberry (Rubus ursinus), which has slender vines and crawls along 
the ground, and the larger and more formidable Himalayan Blackberry. Wearing sturdy gloves and clothes is 
very important due to the strong thorns. First, cut the stems as close to the ground as possible. It is best to dig 
out the blackberry crowns as the plants will re-grow even from 
the most severe pruning. It is preferable, especially if there are 
berries, to remove the stems and crowns from the site and either 
burn them or dispose of them at an industrial composting 
facility. Normal household composting will not destroy 
blackberry seeds. When removing the stems pile them on a tarp 
to prevent the spread of berries during transport. North Saanich 
and Saanich residents may drop plant materials at their 
municipal pubic works yard (check operation times). There are 
also several private companies which will accept yard and 
garden waste for composting (see the CRD Hartland Landfill 
website for more information).  
 
Around the Region 
 The District of Central Saanich ISMP (Integrated Stormwater Management Planning) process is well 
underway. Two stream functioning workshops were held in October, as well as a public open house. 
Information and a survey on stormwater issues is available on the district’s website; www.centralsaanich.ca . 
 
Fundraising  

Ian Bruce with the cooperation of the Peninsula Players is doing a fundraising promotion for the 
upcoming play Pygmalion. For every ticket to Pygmalion bought directly from Ian Bruce $2 will be donated 
to Peninsula Streams Society. Please phone Ian at 363-6596 or 888-2191 for tickets or information. 

 
We would like to thank all of the businesses, organizations, foundations and individuals who support 

Peninsula Streams Society. Fundraising to support our programs is an ongoing project for us and we are 
always interested in your fundraising ideas and assistance. For more information or to make a donation 
please contact Ian Bruce at 363-6596 or brucei@dfo-mpo.gc.ca .  

 
Please support Peninsula Streams Society’s sponsors and donors:   
Rhys Davis Ltd.  VanCity Credit Union  Sherwood Marine Centre  Thrifty Foods  
Port Sidney Marina The Market on Yates  Scott Plastics   Drury Family  
Bodine Family  Dr. Clearihue   Drillwell Enterprises  Ms. Goulet 
TD Friends of the Environment Foundation  Gord Martman Excavating 
 
Foundations, Associations, & local Governments:     
District of North Saanich       Town of Sidney     District of Central Saanich     
Sidney Anglers Association       Sidney Lions Club Haig Brown Fly Fishing Association 
Alistar S. Thompson Foundation Woodsome Fund – Victoria Foundation  
Dee M. Bailin Family Fund  
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
For more information about Peninsula Streams Society initiatives, volunteer opportunities, and community 
involvement opportunities or if you would like to make a tax-receipted donation please contact us at: 
 
Peninsula Stream Society Ian Bruce  363-6596 brucei@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
9860 West Saanich Road Christina Ball    363-6480  ballch@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
Sidney, BC V8L 4B2  Sarah Verstegan  363-6480   verstegens@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 

 
Check out our website for updates @ www.peninsulastreams.org 


